Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 043970 
ORIGIN ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO /027 R 


66011 

DRAFTED B:ARA/CCA:DEHENDERSON:DPB 
APPROVED BY:ARA/CCA:ADBOWEN 
EUR/NE:WNEWTIN 

093888 181835Z/70 

R 180948Z FEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USINT HAVANA 
INFO AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 


UNCLAS STATE 043970 


FOLLOWING REPEAT THE HAGUE 0822 SENT ACTION SECSTATE INFO 
BRUSSELS PARIS USUN NEW YORK FEB 16. 

QUOTE UNCLAS THE HAGUE 0822 

USEEC 


US OECD 


E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAID NL 

SUBJCT: DUTCH CABINET REASSESSES AID TO CUBA 


1 . THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT MAY HALT ITS AID TO CUBA IN 
1979.HDURING THE GENERAL POLITICAL DEBATES IN THE 
FIRST CHAMBER ON FEBRUARY 15, PRIME MINISTER VAN AGT 
SAID HIS CABINET WAS CLOSELY WATCHING CUBA'S ACTIONS 
IN AFRICA. THIS YEAR'S AID COMMITMENT TO CUBA OF 
15 MILLION GUILDERS (ONE DOLLAR NOW EQUALS 2.24 GUILDERS) 
WILL BE HONORED, ACCORDING TO VAN AGT, BUT A DEFINITE 
DECISION WHETHER TO CONTINUE AID NEXT YEAR WILL 
BE TAKEN BEFORE THE NEXT BUDGET IS PRESENTED IN SEPTEMBER. 
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2. VAN AGT'S STAND REFLECTS THE MAJORITY OPINION OF 
HIS CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY THAT AID TO CUBA SHOULD BE 
STOPPED NEXT YEAR BECAUSE CUBA IS NO LONGER ONE OF 
THE POOREST COUNTRIES AND BECAUSE IT IS INTERFERING IN 
AFRICA. THE OTHER COALITION PARTY, THE LIBERAL PARTY, 
WANTED TO STOP AID TO CUBA IMMEDIATELY BUT HAS ACCEPTED 
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THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY. 

3. FORMER DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION MINISTER, PRONK, 

PRESENTLY A SECOND CHAMBER MEMBER OF THE OPPOSITION 
LABOR PARTY, TOLD THE CHAMBER ON FEBRUARY 15 HE IS IN 
FAVOR OF CONTINUING TO ASSIST CUBA. 
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